
C O L U M B I A N  M E M O
Knights of Columbus December 2022

Currently, we are a Fraternal Order consisting of 191 members. Our 
council strength has been rising and waning over the years, but the 
constant has been that each new fraternal year we build a better, 
stronger, and more faithful council. We strive to follow the Spirit of Service 
that Blessed Fr. McGivney championed. Pray that we will continue to 
be guided with God’s love; may the Holy Spirit give us strength to take 
that step outside our comfort zone and find our passion to do His good 
works. Let the work we do today continue to fortify the foundation of 
our council’s future!

The month of November offered many opportunities to exercise our 3rd 
degree order of Fraternity! First, we held our annual Memorial Mass, a 
remembrance of our departed Brothers. We stood together in Mass, 
offering our love for the departed in prayer with our sisters holding the 
candles of spiritual light. Next, the 4th degree marched in this year’s 
Veteran’s Day Parade, visible and proud to be part of God’s glory in 
our community. Coming up immediately after releasing this month’s 
newsletter will be the Thanksgiving Community Dinner where we will 
work shoulder to shoulder with neighbors and brothers and sisters in 
Christ cooking and serving a Thanksgiving meal to our community. 
Finally, we will be having the first Fraternal Gathering of our council at 
St. Joseph Church Basement Hall on November 30. All will be invited, 
including wives of our departed brothers, OOB and St. Philp council 
members, and all Good Shepherd Parish parishioners. David Gagnon, 
Fraternity Director will go into details. Next month, the Wreaths Across 
America program will be kicking off!

In closing, I ask that you join OOB Council #2266 in prayer for their 
departed Sir Brother Knight Joe Goozie and for his family. I also ask 
that you keep Brother Andre Lefebyre and his family in your prayers 
after the passing of his wife, Myrtle. May Joe and Myrtle forever rest in 
God’s loving arms.

Message from the Grand Knight
Daniel Bedard

St.  Joseph’s Counci l  #12941  |   Edmund Labarre Assembly #2871

Newsletter Staff and Contacts

General Contact Information
PO Box 1487 | Biddeford, ME 04005
kofc12941@hotmail.com

David McDonald
PGK & Lead Writer
govmcd@icloud.com
(207) 468-7324 

Cory Labrie
Editor
coryjlabrie@icloud.com
(207) 229-8302

For more information about our Council and 
to read our recent newsletters, see our page 
on the Parish website or click the link if you’re 
reading this online:

https://www.goodshepherdparish.us/knights-
of-columbus-biddeford

We’re also on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/kofc12941/
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Project and Program Updates
Various Directors

Charlie Labonte, Community Director

In late October, we received a request for assistance from Esther House 
in Saco to help a young expectant mother living alone. The Culture of 
Life committee responded by connecting her to the food pantry and 
provided her direction for acquiring hot meals on Monday and Thursday. 
Assistance was also requested for gas money to be able to travel the 
Alpha Pregnance Resource Center in Sanford. Due to the urgency 
(she was being encouraged to seek an abortion) a $50 gas card was 
purchased and delivered to Esther House the next day.

Other Council and Assembly News
David McDonald

Welcome

Brother Mike Tremblay has joined St Joseph Council by transfer from 
Fort Fairfield Council #1753. He is looking forward to getting in the 
swing of our council activities and we are glad to have him. Welcome!

Farewell

We are sad to report the passing of two Brother Knights, one just 
recently, the other years ago and we ask you to pray for the repose 
of the soul of each of them. Roland Turgeon died November 5 at age 
76 after lengthy illness. Brother Roland joined the Order originally with 
Luke E Hart Council #260 in 1967, left for a spell and then restarted his 
membership with St Joseph Council #12941 in 2011. 

In 2018 the last few remaining members of Saco Council #11704 were 
transferred to St Joseph Council #12941 as part of the merger of the two 
groups. Brother Marcel Gagnon was one such transfer. Unfortunately, 
no one in our council seemed to knew him or knew how to get in touch 
with him. Since records indicated he was born in 1918, we were not 
sure if he were even still alive. It turns out that he was not. Just recently 
we were able to do some detective work and found out our Brother 
passed away in the 1990’s. We are sorry to hear it and sorry that it took 
so long to discover. We will have to make his acquaintance in Heaven.

Farewell!

Stay In Touch and Keep It That Way

In view of Brother Marcel Gagnon’s story, it’s worth a reminder to all 
our membership that the council doesn’t want to lose you, no matter 
what, anywhere along the road of life. Keep us informed of your big 
life changes, will you? Also, while you still have your marbles, please 
arrange with your family or friends so that they may let us know if you 
move, take sick, go to the nursing home or die. You may not be able to 
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do so yourself. We wish the best for you throughout life, Brothers. We 
will pray for you when you are on the decline and after you’re gone.

Recommendation on Walk for Life Proceeds

The council’s Culture of Life committee met on November 10 for some 
preliminary discussion on where funds raised by the Virtual Walk for 
Life 2022 could be disbursed. At that time, close to $4,000 had been 
received. The committee recommends that St. Joseph Council approve 
a donation of $1,500 at our December business meeting to benefit Holy 
Family Hospital in Bethlehem. The intent is to combine our donation 
with other monies raised in Good Shepherd Parish in time for the funds 
to get to the hospital before Christmas. Decision time for the remaining 
money will be in January.

Four Good Causes

On November 2, the council voted to divide the proceeds of our 2022 
Tootsie Roll Campaign evenly in four parts between Esther Residence in 
Saco, Maine Special Olympics/Lobster Dip, Saco Meals, and Creative 
Work Systems in Westbrook. Each group stands to get $1,301.50. It 
took a lot of help to make this project so successful this year, so all you 
Brother Knights who helped out should take a bow!

Postcards From Supreme

The Knights of Columbus museum in New Haven features some 
spectacular crèche displays. The most striking of these is big enough 
to fill our council meeting room and is loaded with detail. Check out the 
photos!

Quick Look & Special Events 
Please contact editor if you would like to place a 
notice in this section. See contact info on first page.

The 23rd Annual Free Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner

Most Holy Trinity Church Hall
Thursday, November 24
11:00am - 2:00pm 

All the fixings for a turkey dinner, including 
dessert and beverages, will be available.

Delivery orders are also available and 
must be placed in advance and will be 
delivered between noon and 1:00pm. 

Menus are available at the Good 
Shepherd Parish office at 271 Main St., 
Saco. Delivery orders can be placed by 
calling Mitch or Dave at (207) 467-5357 
until Monday, November 22 at 4pm. 
You may also call the Parish office at 
(207) 282-3321, ext. 100.

Dinners are also available for take-out; 
orders can be picked up at the hall.

There is no charge for the dinner, and all 
are welcome.

Anyone wishing to make a donation 
towards the dinner may send it to:

Knights of Columbus
PO Box 1487
Biddeford, ME 04005

Checks can be made out “Knights of 
Columbus” with “Turkey Dinner” noted on 
the memo line.

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus 
and a caring community, with special 
thanks to the Good Shepherd Parish.

For more information:
Mike Bolduc
mikefairpoint@twc.com
(207) 468-0106
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Programs 
Baby Bottle Drive 
Church Greeters 
Church Life 
Family Life 
Fourth Degree & Regalia
Keep Christ in Christmas
Membership & Retention
Project Roses
Pro-Life March
Saint James School Scholarships
Tootsie Roll Drives
Walk for Life
Weekly Rosary Recitals

Involvement 
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner
Cemetery Escorts
Funeral Prayer Group
Hour of Adoration
Lobster Dip
Parish Christmas Fair
Wreaths Across America

Sponsorships 
Blood Drives
Food Pantry Support
Kitchen Korner
La Kermesse
Meals on Wheels: Bene Bags

We are an active council. We believe in brotherhood, 
charity and community. If you are interested in 
participating in any of the items listed above, please 
contact one of the leaders or directors! We are 
always looking for more help!
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Over and above the stable and manger with the Holy 
Family on the top right, the scene in the middle picture 
represents the whole town of Bethlehem, somewhat 
updated. You see every imaginable character and sight 
that would fill the place, on down to the last chicken and 
stray dog. The people pictured are about six inches tall. 
There are hundreds of figures and objects altogether. It’s 
fabulous!

Chaplain’s Message
Monsignor Rene Mathieu

After the priest consecrates the bread and wine at 
Mass, he offers the following prayer on our behalf: 
“Therefore, as we celebrate the memorial of his Death 
and Resurrection, we offer you, Lord, the Bread of life 
and the Chalice of salvation, giving thanks that you have 
held us worthy to be in your presence and minister to 
you.” How do we minister to the Lord? As He taught us, 
by serving Him in our neighbor. Since becoming your 
chaplain, I have become more aware of not only your 
many public acts of charity but also the more private 
instances when you care for brothers and their families 
as special or emergency needs arise. As we celebrate 
Thanksgiving Day and approach the Christmas season, 
I take this occasion to commend each of you for your 
generous service. Thank you for your good works and 
good example.

JOKES PRIESTS CAN TELL, Vol. 4 – Msgr. Tonne

The day before Thanksgiving, a newspaper’s food editor 
received a frantic call from a young-sounding woman 
asking how long to roast a 22-pound turkey. “Just a 
minute,” said the editor who turned to consult the chart 
on her bulletin board.

“Oh, thank you SO much!” said the caller – and hung up!

Dues, Dues, Dues... 
Cory Labrie, Financial Secretary

Dues that are collected at the beginning of the fraternal 
year is the lifeblood of the council as an organization. It’s 
not as exciting or rewarding as fundraising for a particular 
event or cause but it allows the council to exist in order 
to do the great works that the needy have become 
dependent upon. It allows us to pay council dues to 
State and Supreme, as well as other overhead expenses 
so we as a council remain in good standing and active in 
our parish and community!

I’m afraid dues submissions have slowed to a small trickle 
over these last few weeks after a short-lived starting 
line sprint. If you have not submitted your dues, I ask 
you to try to submit them soon. If you are in a position 
where you need help paying your dues this year, I urge 
you to reach out to me, Dan Bedard, Grand Knight or 
David McDonald, Membership Director. We have limited 
funds donated by fellow brothers to help those in need 
of financial assistance to keep memberships in good 
standing.

I also want to remind you that the backside of the letter 
mailed to all members includes a pledge for you to fill 
out. This is for you to keep with you, posted on your 
fridge or bulletin board as a reminder. Please do not mail 
them back to me. Also included in the dues letter was 
a form for you to fill out and return that included any 
interests for you to volunteer. We are always in need of 
volunteers so if you have any interest in helping with any 
of the events we sponsor or participate in, please fill it 
out and return it to me.

Membership cards for those that have paid their dues will 
start to be mailed out soon. They are effective January 1, 
2023 through December 31, 2023.

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call, 
text or email me or any other officer or director.
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December Birthdays

Marc Bolduc .................................... 1
David Dube ..................................... 5
Thomas Jordan ............................... 6
Robert Vallee ................................. 13
Donald Jordan ............................... 17
Todd Turgeon ................................ 17
Sean Behen ................................... 20
Raymond Brown ............................ 21
Stephen Labbe .............................. 23

Happy Birthday!

Good of the Order
Remembering our Brother Knights in Prayer Who Are Sick or In Distress

Pray for these brothers, wives, families and significant others who face 
serious medical problems which impacts the whole family. 

Lewis and Rejeanne Booth
Michael and Rebecca Donlon
Sean & Debbie Good
Raymond Gray and Family
Don and Helene Maurice
Jack and Joan Mozdzynski
Richard and Joan Remillard
Dennis & Cindy Santolucito
Ray Tillson and Family

These Brothers are shut ins, infirm or aged. They are not to be forgotten. 

Marcel Desrosiers, Seal Rock
Vern Heustis, Maine Veterans’ Homes
Don Lessard, Atria, Kennebunk 
Raoul Paradis, Maine Veterans’ Homes

These Brothers have suffered the loss of a near and dear one, or are 
coping with illness in someone near and dear. 

Marcel Blais and Family
Deacon Kevin Jacques and Family
Louis Lamontagne and Family
Leo Laverriere and Family
Andre Lefebvre and Family

Please keep the council informed of your situation, Brothers, so that we 
can include you in our prayers in the future.
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Upcoming Meetings
Date Type of Meeting Time Location

12/5/2022 Officer’s Meeting 7:00pm Meeting Room

12/7/2022 Council Meeting 7:00pm Meeting Room

Ongoing Activities
Event Frequency Location

Council Meeting 1st Wednesday of Every Month at 7:00pm Meeting Room

Officers Meeting Two Days Before the Scheduled Council 
Meeting Every Month at 7:00pm

Meeting Room

Prayers for the Unborn Every Tuesday at 6pm Saint Anne’s Chapel

Hour of Adoration Every Thursday at 7am - 8am
Every Saturday at 6pm - 7pm

Adoration Chapel

Fraternal Breakfast Every Friday at 7:30am Golden Rooster Restaurant

Project Roses Every Baptism / Every Mass Saint Joseph Church;
Most Holy Trinity Church

Ushering Every Sunday: 11am Mass Saint Joseph Church

Regalia Marching 2nd Sunday of Every Month Designated Church / Time


